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15th December – The Third Sunday Of Advent 
A very warm welcome to everyone joining in worship here today
.Large print versions of the Order of Service are available at the back of church
.
A loop system is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. Please switch it to ‘T’. Please switch off mobile phones. 
.
Parents with young children: don’t worry if your child makes a noise during the service – we don’t mind! 
If it helps, there are some books, toys and ‘busy bags’ suitable for young children at the back of church. 
	15th December

The Third Sunday of Advent
(The Third Sunday in Advent)
[P]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion.  
Readings (pg 51) 1 Corinthians 4.1-5; Matthew 11.2-10 (Clergy)

	
	10:30am
	Family Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers DH 

Communion Hymns: 25, 373
Readings: Isaiah 35.1-10 (LHo); James 5.7-10 (CM); Matthew 11.2-11 

	
	6:30pm
	Carol Service Traditional nine lessons and carols 

followed by mince pies and mulled wine

	 Wednesday
	2:30pm
	Church open for personal prayer

	
	6:15pm
	Mid-Week Praise: Christmas Edition

	Friday
	9:30am
	School Christmas Service

	22nd December

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
(The Fourth Sunday in Advent)
[P]
	8:00am
	Holy Communion. Readings (p52) Philippians 4.4-7; John 1.19-28 (AC)

	
	10:30am
	Carols and Communion.       (Lord’s Prayer: Hymn No 264)              Prayers PH 

Communion Hymns: 17, 1
Readings: Isaiah 7.10-16 (AB); Romans 1.1-7 (BS); Matthew 1.18-25 

	
	6:30pm
	Evening Prayer: Psalm 113. (pg 495)
Readings: Philippians 4.4-7; John 1.19-28 (AH)


FOR OUR PRAYERS this week we pray for:

The Church: Our Bishops, ministry team, PCC, Churchwarden and especially our Archdeacon Jean as she prepares to also take responsibility for the Salford Archdeaconry. That all of us might deepen our relationship with Jesus. That others from our congregation will answer God’s call to Ordained, ALM or Reader ministry. That attendance at ‘Mid-Week Praise’ will continue grow and attendance at our other services will also grow. 
Mission: God to bless us with revival in this land, that we will grow in faith and discipleship, that all of us might be good witnesses to the love of Christ in our day-to-day lives, that we will have confidence to share the good news of Jesus Christ and that our footprint in the community might grow. We pray for our uniformed organisations, ABC, and Sunday School and their leaders. New leaders for the 12th Radcliffe Rainbows, and a Parish Secretary to come forward. Porch Boxes as they support those in need.
Our finances: With joy and thankful hearts for answered prayers, we pray that God will continue to bless us with the funding needed to cover the cost of building work, a better sound system and so that we have enough to properly finance mission and evangelism in this parish. 
Our families, friends and local community: Those facing financial or other difficulties. The lonely or homeless. Those struggling with addiction. Those who care for the frail and sick. Residents of Kenyon Road.
Our nation & the world: The Queen, the Government, our councillors and those standing for election to Parliament. 
Those in need: The sick, and those being cared for in local hospitals, hospices and nursing homes. Especially Mike Hayden, Deborah Sandercock-Pickles, Margaret Turner, Jacqueline Livesey, Stella Burkey and Louise Singleton.






The bereaved: All who have lost loved ones. Trusting in God, may they find healing, peace, strength and courage to face the future. 
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” (James 5:16)
           
FORTHCOMING CHRISTMAS SERVICES:

Wednesday 18th 
  6:15pm
Mid-Week Praise Christmas Special 

Sunday 22nd 
 10:30pm
Carols and Communion
Christmas Eve 
  2:00pm 
Christmas Eve at the Crib 

                  (During which we welcome Joseph and Mary as they return from their Posada journey)

                      
 11:30pm   Midnight Communion

Christmas Day  
   8:00am
Holy Communion

                       
 10:30am 
Family Communion

NOTICES –  15th December 2019
· Mince Pies for the Carol Service tonight’s Service would be greatly appreciated. Please give them to Lillian. 
· Prayers for those in need. The list will be refreshed at the end of the year.  If you wish a name to remain on the list, please let the vicar know.

· The 2020 Church Diaries are at the back of the Church. These are free of charge, but we never refuse donations! 
· Community Carol Singing: accompanied by the ‘Sisters in Song’ Choir. 7pm Wednesday 18th December in the Church Hall. Free mince pies and mulled wine. Donations welcome for the upkeep of the Delph. Organised by Ainsworth Community Association.
· New neighbours? Give them a parish magazine (free). The Vicar is also willing to bless their new home (providing they live in our parish).

· 'Every child deserves a happy home ...' the Bury Adoption and Fostering Unit are looking for new foster carers. Interested? Go to the following: www.adoptfosterbury.org.uk/
· Facebook: we have a parish Facebook page. Navigate to Christ Church Ainsworth and “Like” for updates.

· Communion Hymns: please join the choir in singing the communion hymns. 

· Choir: if you enjoy singing, why not join our choir. New members, including juniors, always welcome. No audition necessary.  Further details from Jean Clifford or Beryl Sixsmith

· Readings/Prayers If possible, can you let Polly know when you swap your duty so that she can try to update the pewsheet.  Her email is polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk.  Thanks

· The Pastoral Visiting Team visits the frail and housebound and Revd Elaine is happy to visit anyone in hospital or who would like home communion. Please inform Revd Elaine if you know of anyone in any of these situations who would like a visit. 

· Prayer: One way of praying is to write a short prayer and hang it on the Prayer Tree (next to the pulpit). The Holy Spirit knows exactly what is in your heart, so these do not need to be masterpieces of prose! Cryptic prayers will do! Please date them as we will remove them after two months (simply re-date your prayer before the end of two months if you want it to stay up longer). 

· The Church and Community Hall is available for private bookings at very reasonable rates. Please ring Geoff Hampson on 07910 817577 or see www.ainsworthchurchandcommunityhall.co.uk for details.

To receive the Pew Sheet by e-mail, send an e-mail to polly.ryder@hotmail.co.uk with ‘send pew sheet’ in the subject
Otherwise download from http://www.ainsworthparish.org.uk/pewsheets.html
	Collects

	Common Worship

God for whom we watch and wait,

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:

give us courage to speak the truth,

to hunger for justice,

and to suffer for the cause of right,

with Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.
	Book of Common Prayer

O LORD Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy way before thee: Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy sight, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  Amen.
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Christ Church Ainsworth               

‘Celebrating, encouraging, proclaiming and supporting faith, hope and love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord...’
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